
 

May 10, 2021 Meeting 6:00 p.m.  
At Conover Center (12) & By Phone Link (3) 

 
Present: 
Upper and Lower Buckatabon Lakes: Dan Benson, Barb 
Benson, Gary Croisatiere 
Pioneer Lake - Dave Bachmayer, Joe Livingston 
Little Tamarack Flowage: Sue Holloway, Nancy Vogt 
Soliet Lake: Carla & Walter Hibbard (also Buckatabon) 
North and South Twin Lakes: Joyce Wade 

Hunter Lake: Buzz & Sue Getzel 
Pine Island Lake - Alan Schaefer 
Town of Conover: Joe Muehlbach, Supervisor (and 
North Twin) 
Charlie Harth - Torch Lake 

 
Committee Chairman Dan Benson called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. The minutes of the previous meeting on March 
23, 2021 had been emailed to participants. There were no additions or corrections. 
 
Dan welcomed new members, Charlie Harth from Torch Lake, and Supervisor Joe Muehlbach, liaison with the Conover 
Board of Supervisors, and also from North Twin Lake. Joe explained he is new to the Town Board, and because of his 
interest in lake issues, he requested to be appointed to the TLC. 
 
Review of lake projects:  
 
Buckatabon - Dan reported that they will be stocking walleyes for the third year. He asked Alan if Pine Island Lake had 
any luck with natural reproduction resulting from their walleye stocking program. Unfortunately, Pine Island Lake does not 
have the characteristics for good walleye reproduction, so they rely on the stocking program. Dan also reported that the 
weevil rearing program is underway, hoping to release the weevils which will eat the stalks of Eurasian Water Milfoil. 
 
North & South Twin - Joyce reported that in June, three spots (58 acres) of South Twin will be treated with ProcellaCOR, 
by the same contractor and under warranty for the failure of the previous chemical to control the Eurasian Water Milfoil. 
She reported that also in June, the contractor “Swimmer’s Itch Solutions” will assess the snails/merganser co-host 
situation which causes swimmer’s itch, and suggest a remedy. It may include relocating mergansers, of which there are 
many on N&S Twin. Joyce commented that they are very lucky to have a Lake District that can support these projects with 
a modest increase in property taxes, to improve the waters for everyone, including property owners and visiting tourists. 
 
Torch Lake - Charlie mentioned his family bought property on Torch Lake in 1970. The lake is about 40 acres, and 15-18’ 
at the deepest spot. It’s a seepage lake, and suffered with very low water in the early 2000’s, but in the past couple of 
years, the water is up 3-4’, flooding the woods around the lake. As a result, the once clear lake is now stained with 
tannins. Dan mentioned that Vilas County is planning an Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Survey for Torch Lake, for 
baseline data, as reported by Cathy Higley at the last meeting. 
 
Pioneer Lake - Dave reported that there are no new projects or issues since the 2021 Lake Report. 
 
Little Tamarack Baker Spring Lake District - Sue H. said there is a focus on the blue-green algae in Baker Lake this 
season. Water Quality Committee members have been trained in water chemistry, Secchi, water temperature, dissolved 
oxygen, and lake level monitoring, and will focus on gathering data on a frequent basis. There is also a project to sample 
the water flowing into Baker Lake from a large wetland (bigger than Baker Lake itself), to see if it is a major source of 
phosphorus, especially during large rain events causing erosion. 
 
Pine Island Lake - Alan stated that their “State of the Lake” report was actually the annual reports to members of their 
Lake Association, so it was longer than was probably required for a report to the Town. He reported their water level is up 



3-4’, so one of their property owners built a floating loon nest and deployed it in April Their loon pair is already 
investigating the new platform, and hopefully will be able to use it later this month at nesting time. The lake members have 
also gotten involved in fyke netting, to survey the species, numbers, and health of fish in the lake. 
 
Hunter Lake - Buzz reported that - unlike other lakes - Hunter’s water level is down about 5”. Their lake received training 
in water chemistry and Secchi water clarity monitoring, and has been notified that the lake will be the recipient of a DNR 
Directed Lake Study. 
 
Soliet Lake - Carla reported that there is nothing new on this 5-acre lake with only five landowners, now that one of the 
properties’ trash has been cleaned up. 
 
How to increase participation in the TLC - 
 
There was discussion about ways to approach more lakes. Dan has emailed a property owner on Marshall Lake that 
might be interested. Other lakes mentioned were Denton Lake (behind Club 45), Deer Lake, and Chamberlain Lake (both 
off Rummel’s Road). Property owners on Heart Lake declined to become involved. 
 
The Town of Conover website has now included TLC on the “Committees” page, thanks to efforts by Alan. He will talk with 
the Town Clerk next week to see what kind of description, mission statement, etc. could be included. This might make the 
TLC more visible to the public.  
 
The possible newspaper article describing the benefits of a TLC was distributed and discussed. It was pointed out that 
some people are reluctant to “join” an “organization” to become a “member”, so it was agreed to change those terms to 
“participate”. Sue G also brought up the point that there are no guidelines about the structure and organization of a TLC, 
or who could represent a lake. It was agreed to ask Vilas Land/Water’s Cathy Higley for advice. 
 
Town Board Meeting Thursday May 13th - 
 
The Town Board of Supervisors have all received their copies of the “2021 State of the Lakes Report”. Dan will be there to 
answer any questions about the 2021 Report, and give a TLC update, and he asked what else he should include. It was 
suggested to highlight any interesting and successful projects. The Board should also give its opinion about the possible 
newspaper article. And it was also suggested he inquire about Conover’s guidelines for the organization and participation 
on the committee. 
 
Next Meeting - 
 
Joe suggested getting on a regular quarterly schedule, i.e. the second Monday of every third month, at 6 pm. The Town 
Clerk can schedule the meeting room ahead, and participants can put the dates into their calendars. So the next four 
meetings will be August 9th, November 8th, February 7 (because the 14 is Valentine’s Day, and we don’t want to take up 
the evening with a meeting!), and May 9th. Joe also suggested a presentation of the program “Healthy Lakes” for an 
worthwhile agenda item for a meeting. 
 
Adjournment - Just before adjournment, Carla mentioned that in Buckatabon’s members’ survey, there was interest in 
stocking panfish, and she wondered if anyone has information on that (walleyes or muskies being the more often-stocked 
fish species). 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Sue Holloway, Secretary 


